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Driving impact through policy and 
practice: Strengthening school-based 

health care infrastructure

School-Based Health Care Conference
Thursday, June 25, 2026



Continuing Education Credits
In support of improving patient care, this activity has been planned and implemented 
by School-Based Health Alliance and Moses/Weitzman Health System, Inc. and its 
Weitzman Institute and is jointly accredited by the Accreditation Council for 
Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy 
Education (ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide 
continuing education for the healthcare team.

This series is intended for Dentists, Nurses, Nurse Practitioners, Pharmacists, 
Physicians, Physician Assistants, Psychologists, Registered Dietitians, and Social 
Workers.

Please complete the survey and claim your post-session certificate on the Weitzman 
Education Platform after today’s session. Please note: Pharmacists must claim credits 
within two week’s following today’s session or we will not be able to award ACPE 
credits.



Disclosures
• With respect to the following presentation, there has been no relevant (direct or indirect) 

financial relationship between speakers (or other activity planners) and any ineligible company in 
the past 24 months which would be considered a relevant financial relationship.

• The views expressed in this presentation are those of the speakers and may not reflect official 
policy of Moses/Weitzman Health System.

• We are obligated to disclose any products which are off-label, unlabeled, experimental, and/or 
under investigation (not FDA approved) and any limitations on the information that are 
presented, such as data that are preliminary or that represent ongoing research, interim 
analyses, and/or unsupported opinion. 
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Ohio School-Based Health 
Alliance “Ohio Alliance”
The Ohio Alliance is the only nonprofit, independent, statewide organization created 

to advance and support the sustainability and expansion of school-based health care.

Our mission is to improve access to comprehensive, integrated health 

services through school-based health care to advance equity and improve 

health and education outcomes for students, their families, and 

communities.
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Ohio Alliance team

Reem Aly, JD, MHA, 
Executive Director

Katherine Bissett, BSN, RN
Director of Initiatives

Rachael Schilling, PhD
Senior Program & Research 
Manager

Silaka Lugo, BS
Operations Manager
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Learning objectives

The participant will be aware of the system-level 
challenges to SBHC sustainability, expansion, and 
evaluation

The participant will be familiar with potential policies 
and evidence-driven practices to support SBHC 
networks and strengthen school-based health care 
infrastructure
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Why strengthen school-based 
health care infrastructure?
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Why must we advocate for foundational 
infrastructure and systems change?

At their core, school-based health centers…

▪ Have an atypical design and provide services that require 
robust cross-sector collaboration

▪ Address complex needs of whole family and drive 
outcomes in different domains 

▪ Don’t have a default pool of funding for start-up costs and 
may be less traditionally “productive”



Copyright @ 2026 Ohio School-Based Health Alliance. All rights reserved.

Challenges

Uncoordinated SBHC network

Lack of comprehensive data collection

Siloed state-level support

Need for advocacy and policy changes
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Challenge: 
Uncoordinated SBHC network
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Challenge: Uncoordinated network

No 
statewide 
convener

No forum 
for 

collective 
expertise

Limited 
ability to 
develop 
shared 
SBHC 

priorities

No regular, 
statewide 

convenings

No 
deliberate, 

uniform 
advocacy 

efforts

Few 
resources 

available to 
the full 
state

Localized and 
uncoordinated 

technical 
assistance 



Copyright @ 2026 Ohio School-Based Health Alliance. All rights reserved.

Ohio’s strategy: Network building
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Ohio’s strategy: Network building

Image or 
something 
illustrating 
newsletterBiweekly 

newsletter
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Ohio’s strategy: Network building

Image or something 
illustrating virtual 

convenings

Bimonthly learning 
community & 

all-partner 
meetings
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Ohio’s strategy: Network building

Some conference 
picsAnnual 

conference
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Ohio’s strategy: Network building

OOTL pic?

Technical 
assistance 

and 
resources
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Ohio’s strategy: Network building

Advocacy 
coalitions
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Challenge: 
Lack of comprehensive data 
collection
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Challenge: Lack of comprehensive 
data collection

No centralized or 
consistent data 

collection
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Challenge: Lack of comprehensive 
data collection

No Ohio SBHC 
database or maps
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Challenge: Lack of comprehensive 
data collection

Barrier to advocacy 
and to the 

expansion of 
school-based health 

care
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Ohio’s strategy: State SBHC census
2

0
2

3 First 
census 
launched 2

0
2

4 Census 
resources 
created, 
including 
database, 
maps, and 
reports

2
0

2
5 More 

resources 
created, 
including 
new maps

2
0

2
6 Third wave 

of the 
census 
completed
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Ohio’s strategy: State SBHC census

▪ Annual census

▪ Data collected from 
SBHC operators

▪ Refined each year
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24

Interactive SBHC 
map

Ohio’s 
strategy: State 
SBHC census
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25

Ohio’s strategy: State SBHC census

Census data

Populations served (N=125)
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Ohio’s strategy: State SBHC census

SBHC database
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Challenge:
Siloed state-level support
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Challenge: Siloed state-level support

SBHC 
funding 

landscape

Funders

State 
agencies

Medicaid 
MCOs

Interest in SBHCs starting in 
early 1990s

Rapid increase in SBHCs 
starting in early 2010s
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Challenge: Siloed state-level support

SBHC 
funding 

landscape

Funders

State 
agencies

SBHC funding from multiple 
sources

Varying expectations, data 
collection, and supports
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Challenge: Siloed state-level support

SBHC 
funding 

landscape

Medicaid 
MCOs

Appetite among MCOs for 
supporting SBHCs

Unsure how best to engage
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Ohio’s strategy: Convening and 
education

SBHC 
funding 

landscape

Convening

Showing 
impact

Finding 
champions

Education
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Ohio’s strategy: Convening and 
education

SBHC 
funding 

and 
support

Convening
Finding 

champions
Regular meetings

Being responsive to needs 
and sharing information

Celebrating champions 
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Ohio’s strategy: Convening and 
education

SBHC 
funding 

and 
support

Education

Learning collaboratives

Presentations, publications, 
and resources
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Ohio’s strategy: Convening and 
education

SBHC 
funding 

and 
support Showing 

impact

SBHC impact report

Sharing data, stories, and 
testimonials
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Example 4
Need for advocacy and policy change
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What do we mean by  “school-based health center” in 
Ohio? 

How can we grow the number of SBHCs serving Ohio’s 
families?

How can we demonstrate the impact of SBHCs 
statewide? 

OSBHA advocacy and policy 
priorities 
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Defining an SBHC became a priority 
because…

▪Wide variability in operating models and 
standards of care

▪Definition crucial to pursuing possible next steps 
to support sustainability (accreditation or enhanced 
reimbursement, for instance)

What do we mean by  “school-based 
health center” in Ohio?
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1. A school-based health center (SBHC) is an evidence-based model of health care delivery where a center is established and operated in a school or on a 
school campus. SBHCs prioritize serving students in the school or district in which the SBHC is located and may also extend services to other populations 
including but not limited to students’ families, school personnel, and community members.

2. An SBHC provides comprehensive primary care services1 to students and may deliver additional services or work with other providers to deliver additional 
services based on assessed community need, including but not limited to behavioral, vision, and oral health services. Care provided by an SBHC should be 
responsive to the community and meet the cultural and linguistic needs of the populations served. 

3. An SBHC has a focus on increasing access to high-quality healthcare services to improve health and education outcomes and reduce disparities. SBHCs align 
healthcare and education systems to support a student’s success both inside and outside of school. Care provided by an SBHC complements and supports 
but does not replace or duplicate existing health services2 provided by the school. 

4. SBHCs are created through a collaborative partnership between the community, the school, and an entity that operates and administers the SBHC 
(“operator”), with students and families being central to this partnership. The SBHC operator is a: (A) federally qualified health center or federally qualified 
health center look-alike (B) hospital; (C) public health department; (D) nonprofit health or human services agency; or (E) other entity that can 
operate/administer healthcare operations. The SBHC operator and the partnering school district enter into a legally binding agreement regarding the 
administration and operation of the SBHC. 

5. An SBHC provides on-site services and: 
▪ Operates, at a minimum, during the academic day when school is in session
▪ Operates with regular frequency to ensure the provision of continuous and appropriate care
▪ Coordinates care, including a systematic follow-up and referral process for patients
▪ Establishes a method for the exchange of health information between the SBHC and, if applicable, a patient’s primary care provider and other existing 

care provider(s)
▪ Communicates with appropriate school personnel to ensure the provision of integrated care
▪ Establishes a system to connect patients to care outside of SBHC operating hours

6. An SBHC operates in accordance with federal, state, and local laws and regulations, including those relating to licensure and certification, information sharing, 
and consent for treatment. 

1. Primary care services include, but are not limited to, comprehensive health assessments/well child exams, primary care mental health, diagnosis and treatment of 
minor, acute, and chronic medical conditions, and referrals to and follow-up for specialty care. 
2. Health services provided in schools include, but are not limited to, services provided by school nurses, psychologists, counselors, social workers, health aides, etc. 

SBHC common definition March 2025
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Key SBHC components

Onsite 
school 
presence

Continuity 
of care

Comprehensive 
primary care

Compliance 
and consent

Partnership

System 
alignment

SBHC key components
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Other models

Mobile 
unit

Portable 
providers

Telehealth
School-
linked

Hub and 
spoke

Other models
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Educating and cultivating legislative champions to 
prioritize public funding for SBHCs is a priority 
because…

▪Need for start-up funding
▪Lack of understanding of value and impact of the model 

on Ohio’s communities
▪Concerns around parents’ rights and SBHC services

How can we grow the number of 
SBHCs serving Ohio’s families?
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Legislator education 
and engagement 



Copyright @ 2026 Ohio School-Based Health Alliance. All rights reserved.

Identifying care provided in a SBHC in claims data 
remains a priority because…

▪Medicaid managed-care organizations cannot see 
which of their patients are receiving care at an SBHC 
and what that means for their health outcomes

▪There is no consistent mechanism to designate place 
of service as an SBHC in Ohio

▪There is no way to demonstrate collective impact of 
SBHCs statewide

How can we demonstrate the impact 
of SBHCs statewide? 
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• Explaining the implications 
and potential to state 
leaders 

• Gleaning insight from 
experts

• Collaborating with the Ohio 
Department of Medicaid to 
pilot an identifier for SBHCs

• Have you done this? We’d 
love to talk! 

Identifying next steps
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In your state, which challenges 
impede SBHC expansion and 
sustainability? 
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Brainstorming
Small group work
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Group discussion
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Contact

Katherine Bissett, BSN, RN
Director of Initiatives
katherine@osbha.com

Rachael Schilling, PhD
Senior Program & Research Manager
rachael@osbha.com
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Join the Ohio Alliance’s mailing list to receive 
news and updates
http://eepurl.com/h_D7HX
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Get connected! 

http://eepurl.com/h_D7HX
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