
Health and Education Provisions in the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021  

(Public Law No: 116-260, passed 12/27/2020) 

Full legislative language currently available here 

 

Health: 

School-Based Health Center specific provisions: 

School-Based Health Centers Reauthorization (Sec. 317): Reauthorizes School-Based Health 

Centers program through FY2026. Restricts eligibility to SBHCs not currently receiving section 

330 health center funding (no overlapping grant period) 

$5 million appropriation for SBHCs funded under Section 330 Community Health Center 

program (language found in explanatory statement) 

Key Provisions for Hospitals and Health Systems 

Includes Provider Relief Fund, COVID vaccination, testing and tracing, Medicaid, rural health, 

substance abuse, behavioral health, prescription drugs, health workforce, graduate medical 

education, Paycheck Protection Act,  telehealth, etc 

Comprehensive summaries of these provisions from American Hospital Association and 

American Medical Association:  

https://www.aha.org/system/files/media/file/2020/12/detailed-summary-health-provisions-

consolidated-appropriations-act-2021-bulletin-12-22-20.pdf 

https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2021-01/ama-summary-of-select-provisions-of-the-

consolidated-appropriations-act.pdf 

Telehealth: 

Summary and analysis below of telehealth provisions from Center for Connected Health Policy: 

https://www.cchpca.org/sites/default/files/2021-

01/Appropriations%20Act%20HR%20133%20Fact%20Sheet%20FINAL.pdf 

The bill makes substantial investments in improving broadband access, closing the digital divide 

for marginalized communities, and expanding telehealth capacity for providers. The bill 

authorized an infusion of new funding for the FCC COVID-19 Telehealth Program and additional 

requirements to make the award process more transparent after providers reported significant 

delays in receiving disbursements. 

Education: 

$54.3 billion for K-12 schools, largely delivered through Title I funding (approx. 4x what schools 
received in the CARES Act approved in March) 

Uses For K-12 Dollars  

Below analysis from FutureEd: https://www.future-ed.org/what-congressional-covid-funding-

means-for-k-12-schools/ 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/133/titles
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20201221/BILLS-116HR133SA-RCP-116-68.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20201221/BILLS-116RCP68-JES-DIVISION-H.pdf
https://www.aha.org/system/files/media/file/2020/12/detailed-summary-health-provisions-consolidated-appropriations-act-2021-bulletin-12-22-20.pdf
https://www.aha.org/system/files/media/file/2020/12/detailed-summary-health-provisions-consolidated-appropriations-act-2021-bulletin-12-22-20.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2021-01/ama-summary-of-select-provisions-of-the-consolidated-appropriations-act.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2021-01/ama-summary-of-select-provisions-of-the-consolidated-appropriations-act.pdf
https://www.cchpca.org/sites/default/files/2021-01/Appropriations%20Act%20HR%20133%20Fact%20Sheet%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.cchpca.org/sites/default/files/2021-01/Appropriations%20Act%20HR%20133%20Fact%20Sheet%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.future-ed.org/what-congressional-covid-funding-means-for-k-12-schools/
https://www.future-ed.org/what-congressional-covid-funding-means-for-k-12-schools/


The bulk of the money allotted to stabilize K-12 schools in the December relief package will go 
directly to school districts based on the proportion of funding they receive through Title I of the 
federal Every Student Succeeds Act. The state can reserve as much as 10 percent for 
administration purposes, leaving the rest for local education agencies. 

Like the first round of COVID relief aid in the CARES Act, the latest measure allows for a broad 
range of uses for dollars to stabilize schools. Districts can essentially use it for any activity 
allowed under other federal laws for education, including those for students with disabilities and 
those who are homeless. The measure mentions: 

 Improving coordination among state, local, tribal and other entities to slow the spread of 
COVID-19 

 Providing resources that principals need to address coronavirus at their schools 

 Supporting school district efforts to improve preparedness 

 Addressing the specific needs of disadvantaged students, including those living in poverty, 
learning English, experiencing homelessness, dealing with disabilities or living in foster care 

 Training staff on the best ways to sanitize schools and proper use of personal protective 
equipment (PPE) 

 Purchasing PPE and the supplies needed to clean and disinfect schools. The CDC has 
provided an analysis of the costs of such resources. 

 Planning for school closures 

 Purchasing the hardware and software needed to conduct remote and hybrid learning 

 Providing services to support student mental health 

 Supporting afterschool and summer learning programs 

 Addressing student learning loss through evidence-based approaches, which can include 
assessments and distance learning equipment 

 Repairing school facilities, especially ventilation systems, to improve air quality and reduce 
spread of COVID 

 

In addition, governors will divvy up about $4 billion in aid, $1.3 billion of that for public schools 
and for higher education institutions most significantly impacted by the pandemic. Another $2.75 
billion can go to private and parochial K-12 schools for such things as equipment, training, 
staff and other expenses needed to keep schools running. The measure specifically prohibits 
using the new money to support private school vouchers or other mechanisms for spending 
public money on private school tuition. The only exception is for governors who used their first 
round of discretionary dollars for such purposes. 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6950e1-H.pdf?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_921-DM44376&ACSTrackingLabel=MMWR%20Early%20Release%20-%20Vol.%2069%2C%20December%2011%2C%202020&deliveryName=USCDC_921-DM44376

